
FALL SEMSTER 2010  
August 27 – December 13 
 
New courses this semester include: 
 
LIT 684 New “Words to Pray With”: Understanding and Implementing the Revised Roman Missal  - 
This course will address issues critical to a pastorally wise understanding and implementation of the Revised 
Roman Missal.  Among the issues to be considered are:  the origin and role of liturgical books in the Church’s 
tradition, the use of the vernacular in the liturgy, pre- and post- conciliar contexts in which the Revised Missal 
took shape, theories of translation, ecclesiastical politics, canonical requirements, ritual dynamics, theological 
emphases, ecumenical implications, and pastoral sensitivity.  Rev. Joseph J. Fortuna, S.T.D.                                                                       

 
TH 673 Thomas Aquinas: Spiritual Master -  Catholic  Doctrinal and Moral Theology have long been know 
to be the forte of the famous Dominican Scholar and Doctor of the Church,  Thomas Aquinas.   Less well 
known and appreciated is the depth and vibrancy of his spiritual theology, a theology oriented toward 
contemplation and apostolic zeal.  This spiritual theology continually draws from Sacred Scripture, especially 
from St. John the Evangelist and the Fathers of the Church. Our study will be an introduction to this newly 
appreciated Spiritual Master.  His thought is challenging.  His wisdom is inspiring.  Dr. Chad Engelland, Ph.D.                                                                                       
 
 

FALL SEMESTER BEGINS AUGUST 27, 2010 
 

Returning students can register for classes on-line (www.stmarysem.edu). 
New students must meet with the Academic Dean and register in person or contact: 

Paulette Begin, Registrar 
440-943-7667 

e-mail: pbegin@dioceseofcleveland.org 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

FUNDAMENTAL THEOLOGY 
TH 330                                                                                                                                                                                             3 credits 
Sr. Mary McCormick, OSU, Ph.D.                                  Thursday 8:40 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
The concepts of revelation, faith, tradition, inspiration, canonicity, inerrancy, theology, and the meaning of dogma and its development 
are treated in relationship to the normative role of Scripture, tradition, and the magisterium. The sensus fidelium, pluralism, and 
theological hermeneutics will be considered together with the possibility and manner of dissent within the life of the Church. 
 

 
FUNDAMENTAL MORAL THEOLOGY 

TH 332                                                                                                                                                                                                                    3 credits 
Rev. Joseph Koopman S.T.D.                                                                                                Wednesday 1:30 p.m.- 4:20 p.m. 
Foundational issues concerning Christian morality will be treated, including the historical development of moral theology, foundations 
of moral experience, Roman Catholic sources of moral wisdom, and the foundation of moral norms. Special attention is given to 
examining the place of “Natural Law” in Catholic moral theology, the place of the virtues of love and prudence in the Christian moral 
life, and the place of conscience formation and concrete moral decision-making in a Catholic, Christian context.  
 

 
PASCHAL MYSTERY 

TH 333                                                                                                                                                                                             3 credits 
Rev. Gerald J. Bednar, Ph.D.                                                                                                                     Tuesday  6:45 p.m.- 9:35 p.m. 
The ongoing theological interpretation of Jesus the Christ will be studied especially as the Church has come to understand the profound 
interrelationship between the human and divine through the Scriptures, the texts of the great Christological Councils, and its ongoing 
life of faith.   (Prerequisites: TH 330 and SC 314) 
 

   S Y S T E M A T I C      
T H E O L O G Y  



 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, CHURCHES, AND MARY 

TH 337                                                                                                                                                                                                            3 credits 
Rev. Scott Detisch, Ph.D.                                                                                                                       Wednesday 1:30 p.m. - 4:20 p.m.  
The mission of the Church and the evolution of its structures will be examined especially in light of the teachings of Vatican II and 
subsequent developments. The course includes a study of the historical origins of the Church, models of the Church, laity, leadership, 
the common call to holiness, ecumenism, and Mariology. 
 

 
BIOETHICS 

TH 338                                                                                                                                                                                                           2 credits 
Mr. Andrew Trew, L.L.D., DIP. Law                                                                                                   Friday 9:40 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
This course investigates various issues in the field of biomedicine considered in light of present magisterial teaching, ethical principles 
and contemporary reflection.   Fundamental principles of moral action are applied to some of the pressing contemporary issues 
concerning the beginning and ending of human life, such as “high tech” reproductive procedures, genetic engineering, withholding or 
withdrawing artificial life-support systems, artificial nutrition and hydration, euthanasia, and assisted-suicide.  
 
 

GOD: ONE AND THREE                              
TH 345                          2 credits                 
Sr. Mary McCormick, OSU, Ph.D.                    Tuesday 8:40 a.m. – 10:25 a.m.  
This systematic study of the doctrine of the Trinity will explore the biblical, historical, and magisterial foundations of the nature of God 
as defined amid the early Christological controversies and councils.  Current developments in Trinitarian theology will be handled in 
light of modern understandings of language, methodology, symbols and faith experience. 
 
 

FAITH AND IMAGINATION 
TH 443                                                                                                                                                                                                           2 credits 
Rev. Gerald J. Bednar, Ph.D.                                                                                                               Wednesday 6:45 p.m.–8:30 p.m. 
This course considers the role of the imagination in revelation, faith, theology, and in the development and communication of doctrine. 
Guidelines on the use and misuse of the imagination will be treated together with an exploration into the arts and the role of the 
beautiful in the life of the church.   (Prerequisite:  TH 330). 
 
 

THOMAS AQUINAS: SPIRITUAL MASTER 
TH 673                                                                                                                                                                                                          2 credits 
Dr. Chad Engelland, Ph.D.                                                                                                                       Monday  6:45 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
This seminar course will be an introduction to the depth and vibrancy of the spiritual theology of Thomas Aquinas, a theology oriented 
toward contemplation and apostolic zeal.  This theology continually draws from Sacred Scripture, especially from St. John the 
Evangelist and the Fathers of the Church. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH HISTORY II 
HIS 324                                                                                                                                                                                                          3 credits 
Rev. Thomas W. Tifft, Ph.D.                                                                     Monday 6:45 p.m. – 9:35 p.m.  
A survey of the Church’s history from 1300 C.E. to the present is covered in this course. Among the topics treated in detail are the 
following: Avignon Papacy, the Western Schism, Conciliarism, the Protestant Reformation, the Catholic Reform, Jansenism, the Church 
and Liberalism, Vatican Council I, Modernism, and Vatican Council II. Particular emphasis will be placed on important trends and 
ideas underlining these events and movements. While primarily a reading and lecture course, opportunities will also be provided for 
individual research on particular subjects. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
BIBLICAL HERMENEUTICS 

SC 310                                                                                                                                                                                                             2 credits 
Rev. George M. Smiga, S.T.D.                                                        Monday 1:30 p.m.- 3:20 p.m. 
This course introduces the history, methods, and philosophical groundings of scriptural interpretation. The course will attempt to make 
conscious and explicit a sampling of the available avenues of interpretation by which understanding a scriptural text is possible. Both 
historical and post-critical methodologies will be explored. A survey of the attempt to understand the historical Jesus will be included.  
(This course serves as a prerequisite for all biblical courses.)  

B I B L I C A L                            S T U D I E S     

  H I S T O R I C A L      
S T U D I E S    



 
PSALMS AND WISDOM 

SC 313                                                                                                                                                                                                             2 credits 
Rev. Lawrence Tosco, CSJ, S.S.D.                                                                                                          Tuesday 9:40 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
This course will first examine the formation, use, and significance of the book of Psalms. A number of individual psalms will then be 
studied, with special attention not only to their literary genre but also to their poetic design, location within the Psalter, theological 
value, and reinterpretation in Israel and in the Christian Church. Attention will next turn to the Wisdom literature (Proverbs, Job, 
Qohelet, Sirach, Wisdom, and the Song of Songs) for a consideration of their origin, literary structure, and theological significance.  

 
PAULINE LITERATURE AND CATHOLIC EPISTLES 

SC 315                                                                                                                                                                                                          2 credits 
Rev.  Lawrence Tosco, CSJ, S.S.D.                                                                              Wednesday 9:40 a.m. -  11:30 a.m. 
With an introduction to Pauline literature the course explores the life and work of St. Paul. Exegesis will be done with emphasis on 
selected passages of the genuine letters of Paul, great Pauline themes, and Pauline theology. Included in the course is an introduction 
and exegesis of selected passages from James, I and II Peter, Jude, and Hebrews. 
 
 
 
 

 
BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION 

LIT 388                                                                                                                                                                                            2 credits 
Rev. Michael G. Woost, S.T.L.                                                                                                                                      Friday 9:40 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
This course presents theological and pastoral consideration of the Roman Catholic Church’s rituals of initiation, taking as its normative 
point of departure the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults as the focus.  Included will be an examination of the sources and 
development of the Church’s initiatory practice and discussion of pertinent contemporary pastoral issues.  
 
   

NEW “WORDS TO PRAY WITH”: UNDERSTANDING AND IMPLEMENTING THE REVISED ROMAN MISSAL 
LIT 684                                                                                                                                                                                            2 credits 
Rev. Joseph J. Fortuna, S.T.D.                                                                                                                                 Tuesday 6:45 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
This course will address issues critical to a pastorally wise understanding and implementation of the Revised Roman Missal.  Among the 
issues to be considered are: the origin and role of liturgical books in the Church’s tradition, use of the vernacular, pre – and post – 
conciliar contexts, theories of translation, ritual dynamics and pastoral sensitivity. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE 
 PAS 356                                                                                                                                                                                                         3 credits 
Sr. Donna Marie Bradesca, O.S.U., D.Min.                   Thursday 8:40 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
This course introduces the student to the content of the Christian message as it serves the faith development of children, adolescents, 
and adults. Pertinent catechetical sources, age-appropriate learning styles, psychological readiness postures, and suitable teaching 
methodologies provide a foundation for future teaching. Various techniques are explored to enhance teaching. The pastoral role and 
responsibility of the Church for education and formation is focused on for each age level including the adult.  

 
CANON LAW I 

PAS 360                                                                                                                                                                                                         3 credits 
 Rev. Gary D. Yanus, J.C.D.                                                                                                                   Thursday 6:45 p.m. –  9:35 p.m. 
A general introduction to Church law, its relationship to theology, and its role in the Church is offered in this course, including 
principles of interpretation as well as basic canonical concepts of Book I. Topics from Book II include rights and responsibilities of laity, 
religious, and clergy; ecclesial structures of collegiality and shared responsibility at the parish, diocesan, supradiocesan, and universal 
levels, with special focus on the local Church. A brief introduction is given to the power of governance, the Church’s teaching office, and 
the sacraments of initiation. 
 
 
 

        P A S T O R A L     
     T H E O L O G Y   

       L I T U R G I C A L   A N D    
S A C R A M E N T A L   T H E O L O G Y  



  

                                        FALL SEMESTER BEGINS AUGUST 27, 2010 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                       To register for classes, 
                                  Please contact: 

              Paulette Begin, Registrar 
                                            (440) 943-7667          
                                                      e-mail:  pbegin@dioceseofcleveland.org 
 
                             

     For further information on Master of Divinity,   
                Master of Arts or Doctor of Ministry Programs, 
                                     Please write or call: 

   Rev. Mark A. Latcovich, Ph.D., Academic Dean  
                                                    (440) 943-7600  

    e-mail:  mal@dioceseofcleveland.or 
 

Tuition:  $ 345.00 per semester credit hour. 
A special tuition of $255.00 per credit hour is granted to Roman Catholic clergy, religious and Certified Pastoral Ministers 
serving in the Diocese of Cleveland and those accepted into the Diaconate Formation Program or into the Pastoral Ministry 
Certification process of the Diocese of Cleveland.  
Auditors pay $210.00 per course. 

 


